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A simple case of a circuit breaker tripping due to a lamp (bulb) failure
in the Ladies Dressing Room during a production has highlighted the
fact that few members know the location of the electrical 
distribution boards in our building.  This document is intended to 
address and correct this issue.

Firstly, it is important to be aware that all multi circuit distribution 
boards are now fitted with circuit breakers rather than old fashioned 
fuses.  The whole installation is much safer when these are utilised 
but there is a downside.  They trip out much more readily, so a 
single lamp failure will often cause a circuit to trip out, which was 
rare with fuses.  Whilst this will often occur at inconvenient times and
can cause friction, it is not a problem with the installation and is a 
price worth paying for increased safety.  The plus point is they are 
easy to reset, provided you know where they are.  And you will 
with this guide!

Sockets with individual RCD protection are provided throughout the 
building where portable equipment might be connected.  They 
require no further explanation other than to emphasise that they are 
there to ensure any equipment connected is safe to use.

If any breaker refuses to re-set, qualified help should be sought.
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Distribution Board 1. 
Location:  Kiosk in Foyer, next to Lighting Switch Panel.

The House lighting is controlled by a two way switch - one is on the 
Kiosk panel and the other in the Control Room with the house light 
dimmer.  The house lights will not work if the dimmer in the Control 
Room is set to Out.  As a result the FOH team for the next 
performance will be unable to turn on the house lights.  
The only solution is to set the dimmer to full or to use the cleaners 
lights until a board operator arrives!!  Recently it seems to be 
standard practice to control the house lights from the lighting board, 
which self evidently must be switched on.    
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Distribution Board 2. Stage Lighting 
Location: Perch above Prompt Corner. 

The Main Switch for the Dimmer Racks contains 3 x 60 amp fuses.  
Only two phases are used. 

Distribution Board 3. 
Location:  Electrical Storeroom.

MCB2 “Motor“is the Revolve. The Emergency Lighting under the 
Stage is fed by MCB4.
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Distribution Board 4. 
Location: Electrical Storeroom. 

The Fuse in slot 3 feeds the 15 amp socket in the prompt corner 
(against the writer’s better judgement) because the use of our 
Strobes takes out an MCB!  It is fused at 15 amps.
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Distribution Board 5. 
Location: Electrical Storeroom. 

Powers all the Emergency Lighting in the Building with the exception
of the understage area (see Distribution Board 3).  We have two 
separate systems: 

One system covers the Auditorium and Foyer Exit boxes together 
with the escape lighting in these areas. All these fittings are self 
contained with internal batteries. The last fitting on this system is 
over the stairs to the Bar etc. 

The second system works off a central battery and covers the 
emergency lights in the stone building (including the Dressing 
Rooms), the Green Room, the Yard and the Foyer Toilets. 

Both systems are fully automatic so that they will switch from normal 
mains to battery power in the event of the incoming supply failing. 
This will happen irrespective of whether the building is occupied at 
the time.

The emergency light above the stairs in the Green Room includes an
override facility such that switching on the low level “Blue Lighting” 
turns it off to avoid light spill onyo the stage. This in no way effects 
its operation in an emergency. All these systems are fully automatic -
they go to battery power in the event of incoming supply failure.

See photo next page.
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________________________________________________

Distribution Boards 6, 6A and 6B. 
Location: Ladies Dressing Room 

Circuit designations are clearly labelled and self explanatory.

Distribution Board 6A is a later addition, added as part of the 
Dressing Room alterations. It is supplied via Circuit Breaker 6 on 
Board 6 and should this trip, all dressing room lighting and power 
will disappear. The emergency lighting will still operate provided the 
power supply on the grey wallbox in the lobby adjacent to the Boiler 
Room is switched on (which it should be when the building is 
occupied).

The adjacent Distribution Board 6B provides power to the Bar and 
Tea Room (the ground floor)

See photos next two pages
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Distribution Board 7 
Location:  Stone Building, top floor landing

First Floor Sockets, Lighting (inc. Emergency lighting), Stage door 
Access, Ice Cream Fridge. 
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