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Newsletter February 2021
STOP PRESS!! STOP PRESS!!

Introducing our newest members

A Carver Theatre Virtual Social Night will take place on Wednesday 24th February at 8pm so we
can welcome our new members, share some snippets and catch up with each other again.

Join the meeting by clicking on this link
Click Here
Meeting ID: 863 2648 6475
Passcode: 518671

If you need any guidance on how to set up and get onto Zoom please drop me a line
at registrar@carvertheatre.co.uk 

Chair Update
Life can feel a bit like ‘Groundhog day’ at the moment, so we do hope this newsletter brings you
all a bit of Carver cheer. It has been wonderful to meet up with so many of you, if virtually, at the
December and January ‘Social nights’. If you haven’t yet logged on to zoom for one of these, I
really encourage it. On both evenings we have been entertaining each other with poetry, songs,
slideshows, extracts from plays and original writng. Because it is members-only it is all very
informal and a great opportunity to stretch our creative muscles while the actual theatre is
closed. 

Since the last newsletter we have released more on-line content. ‘A Christmas Carol’, ‘Rising to
the Occasion’ and ‘A Visit from Mrs prothero’. We now have an on-line production team ready to
support forthcoming on-line content and also a cunning plan (see later in this newsletter) to
generate some license-free material to produce

Thank you to all who have been involved so far and I know the production team are very keen to
do more - so get in touch on production@carvertheatre.co.uk, especially if you have skills in
videography and/or are keen in acting in these mini-productions. 

Though the COVID cases still seem to be high and our activities somewhat restricted, the
vaccination programme is moving at pace, so fingers crossed it won’t be long before we can
create wonderful in-person theatre together.

All the best to all, and stay saf

Joanna
Chair
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Carver Theatre Online - 2021 Writer’s Competition

Since the COVID pandemic we have branched out into creating online productions and are
developing our skills in this field. We are keen to put these skills to good use by offering
playwrights a chance to get their new work into production.

Submission Criteria
Entrants must be aged 16+ Length 20 - 90 minutes The play must not be a musical or
pantomime Suitable to be produced and released by Carver Theatre Online (link to website)
Small cast (no more than 4 main characters) Submissions will be judged anonymously
Plays may be subject to requests for edits following review by our judging panel.

The Prize
The winning plays will be produced by the Carver Theatre actors and production team to a high
standard.

Next Steps

Plays to be submitted in before the closing date of Friday 19 th March 2021. Manuscripts to be
submitted as MS Word or pdf format in 14 point Arial font, double line-spacing. Submit via entry
portal on www.carvertheatre.co.uk 

Full terms and conditions
By submitting your entry (the ‘Play’) to the Carver Theatre Online play competition (the ‘Competition’), you agree to the following rules:

The Play must be in English and must not be a translation or an adaptation of any other work (whether that other work is a play, a novel, a short story, a film
script or otherwise).
The person submitting the Play to the Competition must be the author of the Play and the Play (including its concept and plot) must be an original work of that
person exclusively and must not be the work of any other person. For clarification if there is more than one author the above clause applies jointly and
severally.
The author of the Play must be aged 16 or over.
The Play must not have been performed professionally.
The author of the Play must be the exclusive owner of the copyright in the Play and must have exclusive ownership and control of all performance rights and
other rights in the Play. The author of the Play will retain such copyright, ownership and control, except that the Carver Theatre will have the right (without
payment of any royalty or other fee) to perform the Play (whether on stage and/or by way of internet streaming and/or otherwise and irrespective of the number
of performances and/or the length of gaps between performances) and/or to place and/or keep on its website a recording or recordings of a performance or
performances of the Play, in each case for three years from the date of submission of the Play to the Competition. The production of those performances
and/or recordings by the Carver Theatre will be in the exclusive control of the Carver Theatre, but any substantial amendments to the text of the Play must be
agreed by the Carver Theatre with the author of the Play. The Carver Theatre will also have the right to keep a copy of the script of the Play and/or an audio
and/or video recording of a performance of the Play in its own records and to do so without limit in time and without payment of any fee.
The Play must have a performance running length of no less than 20 minutes and no more than 90 minutes and should have no more than four main acting
roles.
The Play must not be a musical or a pantomime.
The Play must be suitable for production as either an exclusively audio production or a combined audio and video production. Please bear in mind that in
today’s conditions it may be recorded by actors who are in separate locations from one another.
The judging of the Competition will be at the absolute discretion of the Carver Theatre and the Carver Theatre’s decision as to the judgement of the
Competition will be final.

Eden
Publicity
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Box Office Update
Carver Theatre Online attracts new audience ! 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed so much energy and enthusiasm to the project and
overcome the numerous obstacles presented by Covid-19. Thanks to your efforts, the Carver
Theatre is thriving.

Whilst it’s impossible to track and quantify exactly how many people are viewing the different
plays, poems and performances on our website, it’s clear that Carver Theatre Online has
attracted a significant new audience. 

The Production Committee were determined to create a pandemic friendly programme of
entertainment and persevered to preserve, channel and maintain Members’ creative energy.
Their resourceful hard work and resulting contributions created a virtual theatre season including
Virtual Reality, The Beggar, Breaking the Routine, Carver Juniors, Lest we Forget ( and more).
As much a technical feat as a creative one considering the limitations imposed by social
distancing and other restrictions.

Feedback has been positive. Rising to the Occasion generated lots of comment including a
suggestion that it needed a caution that the monologue contained adult material unsuitable for
younger children. 

Chapter 1 of A Christmas Carol (released on Dec 19th) had 184 views and the omnibus edition is
still being enjoyed in January, particularly on Sunday afternoons!

A Visit from Miss Prothero ( restricted by copyright so unfortunately no longer available to view)
proved popular and generated more than £145 in donations. 

Thanks to the tenacity and resourcefulness of our members, the Carver is evolving and
developing to overcome the problems caused by Covid-19. Plans are underway to expand the
online offering and generate more material for Carver Theatre Online, including a New Writers
Competition mentioned earlier. Look out for the new banners coming soon around the theatre!

Many thanks and best regards

Eden
Publicity

Stage Update
Work is going on behind the scenes (i.e. in people’s homes via video-link) to create more on
line content for members and our patrons, so look out for notices of new releases.

We have had considerable success publishing our first on-line play which involved an external
licence from a theatrical agency.

For ten days in January ‘A Visit from Miss Prothero’ by Alan Bennett was available on-line. Strict
conditions were applied by the licence which meant the technical team not only had to upload the
play but also develop a completely new registration and management system. 

It all went according to plan and was a great success being listened to by many people.

The play was produced, recorded, and performed by Ann and Chris Sturmey. A tremendous
effort and just shows what can be achieved by our members.

If anyone else would like to produce and record a play either audio only or on video then please
get in touch and we can share everything we have learnt.

A small team did a tremendous job clearing the stage recently so that we can use it for
rehearsals when lock down ends.

Matt and Phil have been checking the stage electrics from time to time – some of which will need
a little TLC when we get back in to the theatre.

Looking forward to meeting you all again in the not too distant future.

Gerard
Stage



Membership Update

Ed Spreckley has re-joined us as a student member. Ed has worked with us back stage in the past
and has been a Gang Show regular for many years. He is keen to act and is interested in getting his
hands dirty on set building & painting and behind the stage during productions and will happily help
on the bar. Welcome back Ed.

Barbara Harris joins us wanting to act or direct (she was to direct Noises Off before COVID-19
changed our plans) and prompt as well as other volunteer tasks. She is well known to members
through other regional theatre. Welcome Barbara.

Sue Mooney joins the theatre. Sue is a prominent member of GMDF and well known to our
members. Sue is keen to act or direct and turn her hand to other volunteer tasks. Welcome Sue. 

We are hoping new or returning members will be at the Virtual Social on 24th February.

Alan
Registrar 

Exciting News from the Carver Production team.
We have started auditioning for a brand new online One Act play given to us by Martin Roche.

The online play , directed by Sheryl Haydock-Howorth, will be released to, and performed on, the
Carver website in March this year.  
We are constantly looking to find new ways to entertain our Patrons and Carver members and
we feel this play will do exactly that !! It is very dramatic and would only suit an adult audience. 

Pauline
Production

Many thanks to all members, for your ongoing support during this horrific pandemic.
Remember...

Our first play in the New Season will be Salt of the Earth, written by John Godber.........

The Action takes place in the Yorkshire mining villages of Upton and South Kirby.
Spanning three generations, from 1947 to the present, this  compelling saga vividly captures the
dreams, ambitions, joys, fears, heartaches and disappointments of the Parker sisters, Annie and
May, whose hopes centre on Mays’s son, Paul, and his academic success.

One way or another we will be staging this, hopefully in September 2021.
(NB We have already cast it as it was to have been performed as the last play of 2020 season.)

Pauline
Production



Registrar's Update
Since we went into lockdown the Executive Committee has ensured that the theatre remains safe
and essential maintenance done. As Registrar I have worked with my colleagues to bring our
Carver Helpers website in house and rebuilt it with a modern look and feel alongside the re-
launch of our main website. 

It has been a difficult time not being able to see you during lockdown. Our Virtual Social Evenings
have been well received though and will remain as a way of socialising even after we get the
chance to re-open our doors to the public. 

We have changed the way we administer and share information about new members with you
and have created additional ways to attract new members. I am pleased to say we have added 9
new members in the last 10 months. This is something we must continue to do going forwards as
we grow stronger from these challenging times. 

Our Juniors and Pantomime Department  has used the downtime to reflect on how we manage
and attract and retain our older children and youth. I am pleased to say we have some Executive
Committee approved changes we would like you to consider by completing the attached poll. It
will only taker a minute or two and is very important to our Theatre family. Click Here for Poll

As our community recovers from this pandemic and receives the vaccinations needed, we will
continue to keep in touch and share more detailed plans for the re-opening. I am interested in
everyone's wellbeing and wish you the warmest and safest Spring ahead. If you need anything
from the Theatre, even if it is just some new reading material from the library, please do drop me
a line!

Stay safe.

Alan
Registrar
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Theatre Maintenance

Those of you who have strolled purposefully down Chapel Fields recently on some street-legal
outing(!) may have noticed that we have repaired several patches of missing or loose render and
sealed some cracks therein.

The render is well over 40 years old now and although it has served us well, realistically it will
need to be replaced in the foreseeable future, at which time it should be possible to incorporate
some much needed insulation in the replacement build-up, whatever form that may take.

And if you were an even more recent stroller, you will have seen our builder, AW Building
Solutions, beavering away on the new Fire Exit Door; the inside of the Ladies Dressing Room
has now seen its first daylight in 40 years or more! 

Completing the work along Chapel Fields, we are having a replacement window frame installed
for the Meeting Room, where the existing timber sub-frame has rotted.

None of this work gets us back on stage of course, which is what we really want to be doing, but
it does ensure that when we do eventually recommence, our lovely theatre and its facilities will
be in good shape.

Richard 
Facilities

We still have some other jobs we need to work on if we can before the theatre re-opens.
These are listed in a Facilities Maintenance task list on our carverhelpers.co.uk volunteer
website. Please register your interest in helping and we will then contact you.

Tasks to complete (unless we have volunteers already)

1. Complete all wiring installation for new Bar Till - 2 people
2. Complete carpeting in Control Room - 1 person 
3. Erect a cabinet in the Green Room to store PPE (non-Covid) - 1 person
4. Permanent power supply for Ice Cream Freezer - 1 person
5. Re-decorate Gents and Ladies Foyer Toilets - 2 people,one each toilet
6. Re-decorate Gents Changing Room 1 + 1 person (2 person task, 1 at a time)
7. Install RCD protection to follow-spots sockets in Control Room - 1 person

There are other Stage Team tasks we will need to complete. We will write directly to those
registered with the Stage team. If you are interested in joining the stage team please contact
Gerard on stage@carvertheatre.co.uk. 

Richard 
Facilities

And Finally

GMDF are planning ahead...
Outdoor theatre when you can't plan to be
indoors. Click here to contact GMDF.

Stay home! Stay safe! Live theatre! 
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Contact Us 

Visit Our Website

The Carver Theatre 
1 Chadwick Street 

Ma rple 
SK6 7AX

If you want to unsubscribe, click here.
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